


SOUTH LAWRENCE TRAFFICWAY      4f TOC-1 
  

  

 
Final Section 4(f) Evaluation 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
 

A. Introduction ...............................................................................................................  4f-1 
1.   Background.........................................................................................................  4f-1 
2.   General 4(f) Process ...........................................................................................  4f-1 

      3.   Proposed Action..................................................................................................  4f-2 
      4.   New Information..................................................................................................  4f-11 
 

B.  Section 4(f) Properties...............................................................................................  4f-14 
      1.   Haskell Agricultural Farm Property .....................................................................  4f-14 
      2.   William Meairs Farmstead ..................................................................................  4f-24 
 

C.  Alternatives................................................................................................................  4f-25  
      1.  Reasonable Alternatives ......................................................................................  4f-25 
      2.  Final Alternatives in the Corps’ EIS Process .......................................................  4f-27 
       

D.   32nd Street Alignment B Alternative Impacts  
       on the Section 4(f) Properties and Environment ......................................................  4f-35 
       1.   Direct Impacts to 4(f) Properties ........................................................................  4f-35 
       2.   Cumulative and Indirect Impacts to 4(f) Properties............................................  4f-35 
       3.   Other Environmental Impacts ............................................................................  4f-36 
       

E.   Avoidance Alternatives .............................................................................................  4f-38 
       1.   No-Action Alternative .........................................................................................  4f-38 
       2.   42nd Street Alignment A Alternative Impacts......................................................  4f-38 
 

F.   Measures to Minimize Harm .....................................................................................  4f-42 
       1.   Tribal Consultation .............................................................................................  4f-42 
       2.   Minimization and Mitigation Measures...............................................................  4f-42 
       3.   Summary of All Mitigation Associated with the 
             32nd Street Alignment B Alternative ...................................................................  4f-48 
       4.   Memorandum of Agreement ..............................................................................  4f-50 
 

G.  Coordination..............................................................................................................  4f-51 
 

H.  Responses to Comments ..........................................................................................  4f-53 
 

I.    Conclusions ..............................................................................................................  4f-63 
       1.  The Preferred Alternative Best Meets the Purpose and Need............................  4f-63 
       2.  The Avoidance Alternative Costs More Than the Preferred Alternative..............  4f-64 
       3.  The Avoidance Alternative Has Greater Impacts on the Wakarusa Floodplain  
                and Floodway..................................................................................................  4f-64 
       4.  The Avoidance Alternative Would Accelerate Planned and  
                Unplanned Development South of the Wakarusa River .................................  4f-64 
       5.  The Avoidance Alternative Has Greater Secondary  
                and Cumulative Impacts Than the Preferred Alternative ................................  4f-67 
       6.  The Avoidance Alternative Has Additional Adverse Environmental Impacts  
                Over the Preferred Alternative ........................................................................  4f-69 
       7.  The Preferred Alternative Provides a Net Benefit to the Section 4(f) Property ...  4f-69 
       8.  Conclusion Statement.........................................................................................  4f-71 



SOUTH LAWRENCE TRAFFICWAY 4f TOC-2 
  
 

List of Tables 
 

 

Table 1 – Accident (Crash) Rates...................................................................................  4f-11 
Table 2 – Summary of Comments ..................................................................................  4f-52 
Table 3 – Accident Analysis............................................................................................  4f-63 
Table 4 – Forecast Traffic on SLT for Year 2025............................................................  4f-63 
Table 5 – 2007 Cost Estimate.........................................................................................  4f-64 
Table 6 – Projected Traffic Increase ...............................................................................  4f-68 

 
List of Exhibits 

 
Exhibit 4f-1 – Overview Map ...........................................................................................  4f-3 
Exhibit 4f-2 – Project Study Area and Area of Potential Effect (APE).............................  4f-8 
Exhibit 4f-3 – Traffic Level of Service .............................................................................  4f-9 
Exhibit 4f-4 – Crash Rate Comparison ...........................................................................  4f-10 
Exhibit 4f-5 – Baker Wetlands in Relation to Haskell Campus .......................................  4f-19 
Exhibit 4f-6 – Alternatives ...............................................................................................  4f-26 
Exhibit 4f-7 – No-Action Alignment .................................................................................  4f-31 
Exhibit 4f-8 – 32nd Street Alignment B ............................................................................  4f-32 
Exhibit 4f-9 – 42nd Street Alignment A ............................................................................  4f-33 
Exhibit 4f-10 – Proposed Mitigation Plan 32nd Street Alignment .....................................  4f-45 
Exhibit 4f-11 – Proposed Mitigation Plan 42nd Street Alignment .....................................  4f-46 
Exhibit 4f-12 – Cross Section of SLT with Mitigation ......................................................  4f-47 
Exhibit 4f-13 – Growth Near West Leg of SLT................................................................  4f-66 

 
List of Figures 

 
Figure 1.  View of Northeast Portion of Baker Wetlands.................................................  4f-20 
Figure 2.  View of the Eastern Portion of Baker Wetlands..............................................  4f-20 
Figure 3.  35th Street at Center of Baker Wetlands – Looking West ...............................  4f-21 
Figure 4.  35th Street at Center of Baker Wetlands – Looking East ................................  4f-21 
Figure 5.  Looking West from South End of Baker Wetlands near Wakarusa River .......  4f-22 
Figure 6.  Looking East from South End of Baker Wetlands near Wakarusa River ........  4f-22 

 
Appendices 

 
Appendix A Baker Wetlands History 
Appendix B Section 106 Memorandum of Agreement 
Appendix C Corps’ Section 404 Permit 
Appendix D Kansas State Historic Preservation Office  
 and Keeper of National Register’s Coordination 
Appendix E Draft 4(f) Evaluation Comment Letters 
Appendix F Traffic and Noise Related Information 
Appendix G Douglas County Administrator Coordination 




